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¥ THEATRE

TAKEN IN

Barcns Court Theatre
W14 to 5th March
Rating: & Stars!
X-Rayed Sex!

TAKEM in — a= the tile aug-
gests — seplores a relation-
ship on at lsast two lavels,
the duplicitous and the nur-
turing. It's a therms mads fur-
ther sxplicit by the show'a
poster, which echoss that
iconic, nude shot of Yoko
Ono arvabaping John Lennon
ke a secualissd mother. But
Taken In gose further afill, -
sxarmining the conundrum of |
a punter faling for a rent-boy k

with ferensic flusncy. \

Okay, it's sasy for emvious

and inexpariencad guys to slag off pail-cax
acanas with asif- rightscus clichds, but the
reality — mercifully — is far more intriguing.
Taks rant-boys. Far from being soullsss,
saxual predators, gay-for-pay hardmen
who'd az easily batter a guy as fuck him,
they're actually insacure too, Oh, not to the
sxtent of resding counselling in diapses,
but b=dieva it, it takes more balls to go 2s8e
saoms anonymous trick than calling an
eacortl

Litimataly, it's down to trust, on both skdeas;
a krife in the dark can be walting on sither
gida of a door| Break the initial ice, however,
and a can of much more delicious worms
atarts rearing ite head: cheamistry.

Punter Marc (Gareth Watkina) iz an alder,
tewtbook gentlernan, but one troubled that
hiz nsadk ars becoming predatory, deaden-
ing his emotions in the procaass. Slowly, he's

gipping into the hakit of view-
ing s=x as yanking a dick with
a price-tag attached, not a
human kbsingl Chesky renter
Canny blows that idsa

ovamight. The steamy sex
lirggers in Marc's head as par-
gigtantly as bird-flu and sud-
denly he suspscta rent-bo
h:ave}la mired az well as I:u:-ﬁ
imgl In othar words, this
marghmallow swesthesart's
falling in ‘love’, tha most
taboo word for gay mesn
after "AIDS victim!".
Why s that? In a word, fearl
Both partiss, usually, ars |;ut-
rified of rejection if they
ghow the slightast fesling for
gach other. But not hers;
imperceptibly, Marc and
Cranny =lip from custormss and
roduct to lower and beloved, as in the fol-
ng, typdcally pithy sechangs: “I'm not a
cistomer tonight™™So who said | was work-
iregy ™™ Dranny smirks.
Liiliging a subtle, tendemses of direction
mostly abssnt from gay plays, Taksn In

touchingly chartz Danny's growing level of
trust in Marc, Thera's ny's beautifully
symbolic bath scene, washing away his
#aarsc of abusse and misunderastanding.

horoughly cleansad, he curls up on Marc's
acfa liks a lost embryo returning to the

woomibl A ﬁneg:-eket-::had prortrait of cawning
ke then, anly mamed by a technique best
confined to Restoration plays or Michasl
Caina's Alfie - direct asides to the audisncs,
Mesdlaesly intrusive, they're over-amphatic
detours in an otherwize perfecthy-pitchsd
show, the gay My Fair Lady of trust and
aocial groomingl



